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"At the Anniverſary Meeting of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 


Fore! gn. Parts, 


Rdered, That the Thanks of the 
SOCIETY be given to the Right 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 

Lincoln, for his Sermon Preached this 

Day before the Socttrty; And that his 


Lordihip be deſired to Print the fame. 
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— That he might deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil. 


WERE the Civil Powers, in 
any Place, to commit to 
choſen Men the Rovival or 
Enforcement of ancient 
Laws, or Charters, granted 
for the Benefit of diſtant Colonies, but 
either not ſufficiently promulged, or, 
ſince the Promulgation, fallen under Diſ- 
ſuetude or Oblivion ; Reaſon would di- 
rect the Perſons thus intruſted, firſt of 
all to trace out the Original Deſign and 
Occaſion of the ancient Grants, that ſo 
having the Original Deſign, with the 
preſent State of Things laid together be- 
fore them, they might, under ſuch & 
A 2 com- 
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compleat View of their Work, take pro- 
per Meaſures for the Proſecution of it. 

So we, Men, Brethren and Fathers, 
commiſſioned and intruſted, as we arc, 
for enlarging the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
for conveying the glad Tidings of his 
Grace, or the Means and Terms of his 
Salvation, to Nations who either never 
had, or now at leaſt have loft the Know- 
lodge of them, can take no better Me- 
thod then to carry back our 'Thoughts 
to the firſt Publication of the Goſpel- 
Revelation, to the Original Deſign and 
Occaſion of our Saviour's manifeſting him- 
ſelf and his Religion to the World. 

And this is no where ſet out in plainer 
Words than theſe, in which the Beloved 
Apoſtle hath here expreſt it; —— For 
this Purpoſe was the Son of God mani- 
feſted, that he might defiroy the Works 
of the Devil. 

Permit me then, from this Text, to 
preſent to your Conſideration, 


I. The Purpoſe, Occaſion; and Deſign 
of our Saviour's Manifeſtation to 5 


World ; To deftroy the Works of the 
Devil. 


II. The 
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II. The wonderful Succeſs with which 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles car- 
ried on this Deſign ; with the Cauſes 
of that Succeſs. 

III. 'The Letts or Impediments which 
checkt the Progreſs of this Deſign 
in ſucceeding Ages. 

IV. The Accommodation of theſe Ob- 
ſervations to the preſent Occaſion, 


I. The firſt Thing to be conſider'd, is, 
the Purpoſe and Deſign of our Saviour's' 
Manifeſtation, here ſaid to be, — To 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil. 

As all the Appearances in Nature, and 
all Reaſonings from them, tending to 
the Manifeſtation of the true God, muſt 
neceſſarily repreſent him perfectly wiſe 
and good, and righteous in all his Ways; 
ſo whoever conſiders him as clothed 
with theſe Perfections, muſt needs con- 
clude that this all- wiſe and gracious Be- 
ing having made ſuch a Creature as Man, 
would not turn him a Drift without 
Card or Compaſs, but would by his own 
Goodneſs be diſpoſed to manifeſt himſelf, 
and his -Will to him, as his Port and 
Point, and give him ſuch Rulgs as might, 
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by their Obſervance, ſteer him to that 
Countrey, to that Heaven and Happi- 
neſs for which he was fitted and de— 
ſigned. 

And that ſame Goodneſs, which firſt 
diſpoſed the Almighty to reveal himſelf 
to Man, and give him Rules of Faith 
and Conduct, muſt in ſucceeding Ages, 
as the Light and Strength of the firſt 
Communications decreasd, with equal 
Energy diſpoſe him to repeat and incul- 
cate the needful Revelation. 

And thus in Fa&, in this rational and 
gracious Way, hath the Goodneſs of 
God proceeded with Mankind: The firſt 
Revelations, with the Hiſtory of the firſt 
Man's Fall, had a ſhort and ſure Con- 
veyance to great Numbers 'of his De- 
ſcendants ; and, under the Reverence of 
his Paternal Authority, could not but 
have, for the firſt Ages, a powerful In- 
fluence on their Minds. 

But as remoter Generations came on, 
with Variety of Diſpolitions for the Wiles 
of Satan to work upon, the Tempter ſo 
prevail d, that ſome time before the 
Floud, all Fleſh had corrupted themſelves, 
and filled the Earth with Violence. 

Yet 
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Yet under this high Provocation, did 
not God preſently give them over for 
loſt, but interpoſed many gracious Provi- 
dences for their Recovery, and ſent many 


| Prophetic Warnings, before he let out 


the Fountains of the Deep upon them. 
After the Deluge, and the Repleniſh- 
ment of the Earth by the Sons of Noah, 
when his degenerate Race [ torgetting 
not only the old Hiſtory of God's Power 
and Providence in the Creation and Go- 
vernment of the Antidiluvian World, but 
alſo his new Revelations to their Fathers | 
fell again into the Snares of the Devil, 
into the groſleſt Impurities, into the 
vileſt Idolatries, even to worſhip the 
loweſt Parts of the Creation, four-tooted 
Beaſts and creeping 'Things, inſtead of 
their great and glorious Creator, God 


did not fo reſent this ſecond Revolt, as 


utterly to abandon the Apoſtates ; his 
Goodneſs woutd not ſuffer him abſolutely 
to caſt them off as incurable, or leave 
them in that ſad State of Darkneſs and 
Depravity, into which the Devil and 
their own Luſts had betray'd them ; but 
according to his Compaſſions ſo order'd 
the OEconomy of his ſucceeding Provi- 

dences, 
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dences, that no Part of Mankind ſhould 
totally loſe Sight of their Maker, no 
Colony of them be without Opportunities 
of Learning thoſe Laws and Revelations, 
which he from Time to Time had given 
them, as the Rule of their Faith an 
Obedience. | 

If we look back to God's frequent 
Communications with the Families that 
adhered to his Worſhip, and then con- 
ſider their ambulatory Lives, their Miſ- 
ſions or Travels to propagate the Re- 
velations in diſtant Places: If we more 
particularly ſurvey the Natural or Poli- 
tical State of the Sons of Jſrae/; the 
Situation of their Country, or the Frame 
of their moral Conſtitution, with the 
many careful Proviſions therein, for the 
Reception and Inſtruction of Strangers 
and Proſelytes, we ſhall plainly ſee the 
grand Deſign of preſerving and propa- 
gating the Knowledge and Worſhip of 
the true God, to have been principally 
regarded in every conſiderable Circum- 
ſtance of their Eſtabliſhment. 

hen the moſt High divided to the 
Nations their Inheritance, when he ſepa- 
rated the Sons of Adam, he ſet the Bounds 


of 
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of the People according to the Number of 
the Sons of Iſrael. He ſet the Bounds of 
their Habitation, that they ſhould ſeek 
the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him, and find him, as being not far from 
every one of them: 'The Holy Nation 
was to be as ſo much Leaven commodi- 
ouſly hid as it were in the Maſs of the 
World, to diffuſe and extend the Know- 
ledge of God on every Side ; by their 
Conqueſts or their Captivities, by their 
Inroads or their Diſperſions, or by their 
more friendly Intercourſes for Alliance 
and Commerce, right Notices of God and 
Religion were to be ſcatter'd in every 
Field, that the holy Seed, in its Seaſon, 
growing up into a Tree, the Fowls of the 
Air, all Nations might partake of its 
Fruit and Shelter. 

Nevertheleſs, as God multiplied his 
Mercies, ſo did Mankind their Perverſe- 
neſs and Impicties : They hardened their 
Hearts, and blinded their Eyes, that 
ſeeing they might not ſec, and hearing 


they might. not underſtand; and upon 


their Progreſs in Impiety, the old Seducer 
raisd his Dominion to ſuch an inſolent 
Highth, that they who diſdain'd to 
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continue Servants to the great God, 
whoſe Service was perſedt Freedom, had 
the juſt Horror to behold themſelves be- 
tray'd into the moſt diſmal Bondage ; 
inſlaved to the Devil and their own 
Luſts, the moſt cruel and tyrannous Ma- 
ſters. To ſee their Eſtates conſumed 
in vain Superſtitions! Their Children 
made to paſs through the Fire to Moloch! 
yea, their very Skin not left them ! Their 
whole Nature, Body and Soul, inſulted, 
tormented, corrupted, by the Impoſtures 
and Impurities, the lying Oracles and 
filthy Myſteries of the Gods they had 
choſen. 

For although from Noah to Moſes, and 
from Moſes to Chriſt, God had at ſundry 
Times, and atter diverſe Manners, ſpoken 
by his Prophets to his People, and by 
them again, in the Ways of his Provi- 
dence, to the Nations round them : Yet 
were they for the more Part fo darkned 
in their Underſtandings, as not to com- 
prehend the Truth revealed, or ſo cor- 
rupt in Will, as obſtinately to detain it 
in Unrighteouſneſs, 

So that notwithſtanding all the fore- 
going gracious Diſpenſations, the Hole 

| Crea- 
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Creation yet groaned under a moſt grie- 
vous Bondage, then become, as it ſenſibly 
was, too heavy for them to bear. 

In this ſad State, when the Power and 
Inſolence of Satan were grown to the 
Highth, and Sin and Corruption had 
ſunk Mankind to the loweſt Mark of 
Miſery, in this ſad State did God vouch- 
ſafe to ſpeak unto them by his Son : 
Then was he ſent into the World 20 de- 
roy Sin, here ſaid to be the Mor of the 
Devil, (as he was the firſt Author, and 
continues the Abettor of it) to throw 
down his Altars, to detect his Impoſtures, 
and put an End to his Uſurpations; to 
proclaim Liberty to bis Captives, to 
looſe them from their double Chain, the 
Guilt and Dominion of Sin; to rectify 
thoſe falſe Notions which had corrupted 
them; to reclaim them from thoſe Vices 
which had inſlaved them; to teach them 
the Government of their Paſſions, that 
Moderation and Meekneſs, which alone can 
ſpeak Peace to their Souls; in a Word, 
to propound to them the beſt Religion, 
and the beſt Example too; the moſt per- 
fect Law, and the moſt powerful Motives 
to obſerve it; to give them right Notions 
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of God, right Rules of Worſhip, and 


right wiſe Directions for advancing from 


one Degree of Perfection to another, till 
they arrived at that Conſummation in 
Bliſs, which God hath prepared for thoſe, 
that have firſt prepared themſelves for 
the heavenly Manſions, 

Barely to have purchaſed Pardon for 
Sin, whilſt the Sinners remain'd impeni- 
tent and unreform'd, would have left the 
Happineſs of the Creature imperfe& and 
uncompleated : Though the Evil of Pu- 
niſhment had been done away, the Evil 
of ſinful Habits remaining, muſt have 
made the Subject uncapable of Happineſs ; 
but to ſave Men, as Chriſt came to ſave 
them, from their Sins, from the Power 
and Dominion of their Paſſions, was to 
be a Saviour indeed ! was to work the 
Work of God, and worthy of the Son 
of God! worthy to be, as it is here ſaid 
to be, the Deſign of his Coming, the 
Purpoſe for which he was manifeſted to 
the World. 


II. This Purpoſe, this Way and Me- 
thod of Salvation did the Apoſtles un— 
dertake to preach and propagate ; as 

we 
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we come now, in the ſecond Place, to 
ſhow. 

They began with exhorting Men to 
turn from their Vanities, from their vain 
Superſtitions, or Worſhip of lifeleſs Idols, 
to the living God ; to the Service of the 
infinitely wiſe, and good, and powerful 
God, who made all Nations of Men, 
and conſtantly did Good to all. 

They went on with preaching that 
Men ſhould repent, and cleanſe them- 
ſelves from all Filthineſs and Superfluity of 
Naughtineſs, into which their former Ig- 
norance had betray'd them ; declaring 
all along, that it had been better for 
Men never to have known the Way of Righ- 
teouſneſs, then after the Knowledae of it, 
to return to their former Defilements, 
ſince the Goſpel was ſo manifeſtly deſign d 
for their Inſtruction in Purity, as well as 
in Faith and Piety. 

And ſo excellently well adapted were 
the Inſtitutes of the Goſpel Religion to 
compaſs the Reformation which the firſt 
Publiſhers of it propoſed to introduce, 
that they, and their immediate Succeſſors, 
: could boldly maintain, in the Face of all 
; Adverſarics, that it had actually wrought 
and 
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— Sand would, in its Progreſs, work the Al- 
2. 1. teration propoſed in all Places where it 
Lacan. Was or ſhould be duly receiv'd. 

-3 .. This was the Nature and Power of 
that Goſpel which they preach'd ; and wit); 
ſuch Induſtry and Succeſs did they preach 
it, that, as the great Hiſtorian of the 
firſt Centuries aſſures us, it was, in a 
very ſhort Time, preach'd in all the 
World, Barbarians as well as Greeks 
receivin 8 it, FAT ELOIS 24CAKTHERT ul rere guyy, 
in their Country Style, and in their 
Native 'Tongue. 

So punctually did they fulfil That to 
which the Prophet David ſeems to have 
alluded in his magnificent Deſcription of 
God's preaching to the World by the 
Compaſs and Rapidity of the heavenly 
Motions ; where, upon the Courſe of the 
pfal. xix. Sun in particular, he ſaith, That his 

going forth is from one End of the Hea- 
gens, and his Circuit unto the Ends 
thereof; and of all together he obſerves, 
that their Sound is gone out into all 
Lands, and their Words unto the Ends if 
the World. By which Allegory, the leaſt 
that can be intended with Reference to 
the Antitype, our Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
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is, that his Goſpel ſhould be preach'd in 
all the World, 2. e. in ſuch and ſo many 
Places at leaſt, as ſhould aſcertain the 
Conveyance to all the reſt, and fo 
amount to an univerſal Publication, — 
That nothing ſhould be hid from the Heat 
theredf. 

This ſwift Progreſs of the Goſpel 
through the Univerſe, thus foretold, and 
thus fulfilled, was, under God's All-dif- 
poling Providence, chiefly owing to theſe 
two Things. 1. The intrinſic Excel- 
lence of the Goſpel Religion. And 2. 
The excellent Qualifications of the Firſt 
Propagators. 

1. Such, in the Firſt Place, was the 
intrinſic Excellence of the Goſpel Reli- 
gion; fo wiſe and holy all its Laws, 
ſo operative and powerful its Helps and 


| Motives; ſo admirably well fitted to 


reform and refine Men's Manners; to 
advance them to the higheſt Degrees of 
Perfection attainable here, and to the 
Hopes of conſummate Happineſs here- 
after, as could not but recommend it to 
the Acceptance of Mankind in all Places, 
as the moſt welcome Tidings, as the moſt 
rational and beneficial Inſtitution, thar 

had 
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had ever been publiſhed in the World, 

2. And this Religion, in it ſelf thus 
worthy of all Acceptation, was further 
recommended from without, and for- 
warded in its Progreſs, by the excellent 
Qualifications of the firſt Propagators. 

1. One viſible Help to this was, their 
cloſe Adherence to the Cauſe in Hand 
The Goſpel of Chriſt was that which was 
intruſted to them ; and that Goſpel they 
preach'd. No Schemes or Inventions of 
Men ! No Concern, much leſs any Con- 
tention, for the Prerogative of FJeru- 
ſalem, or the Pre-eminence of Antioch ! 
They proteſted every where againſt know- 
ing, much more againſt preaching, any 
Thing but Chriſt crucified, and the 
Power of his Reſurrection, the Power of 
that great Miracle, to bring Men to Re- 
pentance towards God, and Faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. Another Thing greatly forwarding 
this Work in their Hands, was, the 
diſintereſted Zeal, and indefatigable In- 
duſtry, under which, through all Sorts of 
Hazards and Hardſhips, by Sea and by 
Land, in Cities, in Deſerts, in Hunger 
and Thirſt, and Nakedneſs, and Want of 

al 
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all Things, they on all Hands preſt it 
on; — Counting not their Lives dear, 0 
that they might fulfil their Miniſtry, as 
they had undertaken to fulfil it; which 
was, to teach all Nations, and preach 
the Goſpel to every Creatnre. 

And this they did accordingly, unaſ- 
ſiſted by Force, or Arts of any Kind, by 
meer dint of honeſt Labour and Travel, 
gaining upon the World as they went on, 
by the Holineſs of their Lives, and the 
Simplicity of their Addreſs, undeſigning, 
and unſuſpeted of any ſelfiſh or ſiniſter 
Views! coveting no Man's Silver or 
Gold ; making no Attempts on the Per- 
ſons or Privileges, on the Rights or 
Properties of the Catechumens ! Not as 
xamuneueyTss Toy Any, Hot AS huckſtering out 
the Goſpel for Power, or Profit, or Praiſe ; 
but renouncing all, and giving up all, 
and themſelves too, for the Sake of 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, 

Laſtly, That which enlivened theſe 
Qualifications, that which animated their 
Induſtry, their Zeal, and uniformAdherence 
to this Cauſe, was, the Strength of their 
Faith. By this, egery Valley before them 
was exalted, and every Hill brought low ; 
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by this they removed Mountains, all 
thoſe Mountains of Oppoſition caſt in 
their Way by the Luſts and Paſſions, 
the Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions of the 
World; and preferred the Reproach of 
Chriſt, to all the Riches and Pleaſures 
that Courts or Kingdoms could gffer. 
Their full Aſſurance of anotber and 
better City, made them more than Con- 
querors over every 'Thing that could en- 
counter them in their Way to it, as 
became the Followers of that great Cap- 
tain of this Goſpel Salvation, who, for 
the Foy that was ſet before him, endured 
the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame. 
Thus they ſubdued Provinces, and 
captivated all Ranks and Conditions of 
Men to the Obedience of Chriſt. 7915 
was the Victory by which they over- 
came the Morld, even their Faith | — 
And let the Sceptic and the Scoffer caſt 
forth as much Scorn and Contempt on 
the Preachers of the Goſpel, as their 
prophane Hearts can throw out: The 
Founders of Churches will ever be con- 
ſidered as greater Benefactors to Man- 
kind, than the Overturners of Citics ; 
and the Monuments of their Piety will 
hold 
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hold up their Names in laſting and bo- 
nourable Remembrance, when the Pa- 
laces of the Prophane, with the Names 
of the Wicked, ſhall rot. 

Truly glorious was the Courſe of Re- 
ligion in thoſe Days! But long it ccn- 
tinued not in that Courſe ! 'The ſame 
Holy Goſpel, which in the firſt Ages, 
under innumerable Difhculties and Op- 
politions, made a triumphant Progreſs, 
ſubdued the World, and poſſeſſed the 
Throne of the Empire, was, in the Ages 
next following this great Succeſs, ſeen 


to loſe Ground ; and loſt it ſo faſt, that 


the Footſteps of it are now ſcarce viſible 
in the vaſt Regions of the Eaſt and 
IWeft Indies, where yet our modern Mif- 
fionaries find ground for Conjecture that 
ſome Evangeliſts muſt have been before 


And as for thoſe once flouriſhing 
Churches of Aſia, which were the firſt 
Fruits of the Goſpel, and had the Honour 
to be firſt enlightened, and ſet up as 
Lights to the reſt of the World, they are 
now as ſo many Monuments of the Re- 
trogradation of the Goſpel, overſpread 
with Ignorance, Barbariſm, and Infidelity, 
C 2 To 
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To what are we to aſcribe this un- 
happy Alteration 2 'The Goſpel is not 
changed, nor is God ſubject to any Va- 
riableneſs, or Colour of Changing! But 
Yeſterday and to Day the ſame ; good to 
all, and willing that all ſhould come to 
the Knowledge of his 'Truth and be ſaved. 

Shall we then ſay, — That the Goſpel 
hath been withdrawn from ſome by way 
of judicial Puniſhment for their prophane 
Neglect of it? Or that the further 
Preaching of it hath been of meer Kind- 
neſs deferr'd, on God's Foreſight of their 
being diſpoſed not to receive, but to 
reje& it, to the Increaſe of their Con- 
demnation 2 Or hath the Wiſdom of 
God put off the full Call of the Gentiles, 
to that Fulneſs of Time, in which the 
Call will redound more to the Glory of 
God, and the Good of Mankind ? 

Theſe are all ſecret Things of the 
Lord, and it cannot be warrantable for 
Men to lay any great Streſs on ſuch 
Conjectures as they can make about 'em : 
But there are two 'Things, which are 
plain and unqueſtionable Remora's, which 


have been mentioned, and ſhould con- 


tinue to be mentioned as ſuch, till the 
| Re- 
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Reproach of them be in ſome Sort re- 
moved from amongſt us. 

One of theſe is, That the Goſpel is 
not now preached and propounded in 
that Purity and Simplicity, in which it 
was propounded and preached in the firſt 
Ages. For tho by God's Goodneſs we 
have the precious Depoſitum of his re- 
vealed Will, that Form of ſound Words, 
ſafely handed down to us in ſacred Writ, 
yet is the Beauty of this Form frequently 
ſo disfigured by falſe Gloſſes, and the 
Soundneſs of it ſo corrupted with Mix- 
tures of ſecular Divinity, by the Work- 
ings of worldly Wiſdom, that the Word 
preached prevails not now as it did in 
former Ages; but raiſes Mens Jealouſies, 
many 'Times, inſtead of laying their 
Paſhons, and tends to diſguſt rather than 
to gain them; as the Preaching of Auſtiu 
the Monk is known to have ſucceeded 
with ſuch of our Country-men, in his 
Time, as apprehended the main of his 
Buſineſs to be, not ſo much for cplarging 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, as for extending 
the Bounds of his Maſter Gregory's Go- 
vernment, and advancing the Power and 
Influence of his Pontificate, 


2. Another 
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2. Another viſible Stop or Hindrance 
to. the Progreſs of Chriſtianity, in theſe 
latter Ages, hath ariſen from hence, That 
the modern Miſſionaries have not been 
ſeconded and aſſiſted by the Lives and 
Labours of their People, as the firſt 
Preachers were by the firſt Fruits of 
their Goſpel. Thoſe firſt Fruits conſi- 
der'd themſelves as being unto Jew and 
Gentile, what the Jews aforetime had 
been to the Nations round them, that 
ſacred Leaden, prepared by the Wiſdom of 
God, for diffuſing and communicating 
his Methods of Salvation on every Side ; 
hence they became, as it were, ſo many 
auxiliary Apoſtles and Evangeliſts for 
carrying on the great Work: Hence 
many of theſe are found to have left 
Father aud Mother, and ie and Chil- 
dren, and all that they had, to follow 
Chriſt and his Goſpel ; and of thoſe that 
thought fit to abide in their worldly 
Callings, wherever thoſe Callings de- 
tain d or invited them, — By Sea, or by 
Land, in their own, or in Foreign Coun- 
tries, they made it their firſt and prin- 
cipal Concern to inſtru the ignorant 
in the Faith of Chriſt; and by a diſin— 

tereſted, 
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tereſted, harmleſs, and blameleſs Con- 
verſation, to commend themſelves and 
their Religion to the World; 0 every 
Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God. 
This, it is to be fear'd, is more than 
can be ſaid for the main Body of Chri- 
ſtians in this Age. The Romih Writers 
frankly own, that Their People have, 
many of them, by their inſatiable Gree- 
dineſs, and other Enormities, practiſed 
in the Sight of the Unconverted, given 
the Heathen ground to diſeſteem and 
blaſpheme the Chriſtian Religion, as al- 
lowing its Profeſſors in the Practice of 
ſuch ſordid and filthy Things, as were 
contrary to the Dictates of Reaſon, 
and much bclow the Dignity of humane 
Nature. 
And it were much to be wiſh'd, that 
the Rep roach of thi Kind of Hindrance 
might reſt with Thoſe Traders in Re- 
ligion, from whom it confcſſedly took 
its Riſe: But as St. Paul complains 
concerning the Jews in his 'Time, that 
all wore not Iſrael, who were of Tract; 
ſo it is much to be feared, that ſome 
from among our ſelves have follow'd 
the Error of our Neighbours, in making 
a 
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a Gain of Godlineſs; outwardly profeſ. 
ſing a Zeal for the Goſpel, but in- 
wardly loving, and really aiming at 
nothing but the World, and the Things 
of the World. 

An infinite Scandal this! and infinite 
muſt be the Prejudices hereby rais'd in 
the Minds of natural Men againſt the 
Goſpel Revelations, to ſee the Diſci- 
ples of thoſe heavenly Doctrines ſtill en- 
tertaining ſuch earthly Views, and Ja- 
bouring for the Meat that periſheth, with 
ſuch ſuperlative Ardour, as may induce 
a juſt Suſpicion, that however they pre- 
tend to Faith in another Life, and to 
have ſet their Aﬀettions on T hinges above, 
it is on 'Things below, and in this Life 


only, that they have truly terminated 
all their Hopes. 


Thus having ſhown how uniformly 
the divine Wiſdom had in every Age 
provided not to leave the Godhead with- 


out Witneſs, nor Mankind without 


Means of learning what Religion and 
Obedience he expected from them : How 
it had pleaſed God, at ſundry Times, 
after diverſe Manners and Degrees of 


Re- 
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Revelation, to clear up this Teſtimony, 
as it became obſcured by Negle& cr 
Corruption : And how he determined to 
make, and in the Fulneſs of Time did 
make, once for all, a full Diſcovery of 
himſelf, by manifeſting to the World the 
Brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon. — Having alſo 
ſhown that the Deſign of this full and 
ultimate Manifeſtation was to make an 
univerſal Conqueſt over Sin and Satan, 
to diſpel thoſe Miſts of Ignorance, to 
break thoſe Bands of Corruption, into 
which the Wiles of the Devil, and the 
Wickedneſs of Men's own Hearts, had 
betray'd them: And laſtly, that this 
glorious Deſign had been carried on with 
great Succeſs in the firſt Ages, but in 
Times following had loſt Ground, or at 


| beſt had gain d none. 


You will now be pleaſed to ſuffer one 
Word of Exhortation, ſuited to the 
Doctrine of the Text, and the Occaſion 
of this ſolemn Aſſembly. 

Were this, at any Time, a Place for 
Schemes, the preſent Speaker from hence 


es 
of would not be forward to dictate in that 
D Way, 
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Way, to a Society ſo well inſtructed. 
More agreeable to him and his Office it 
muſt ſurely be, to remind you of what 
hath been by infinite Wiſdom it ſelf laid 
down as a ſtanding Rule of Direction in 
this Caſe, © The Harveſt truly is great, 
** but the Labourers are few; pray ye 
*© therefore the Lord of the Hareoeſt” 
(and in Co-operation with your Prayers, 
uſe your beſt Endeavour, imploy your 
Gifts and your Talents) © zo ſend forth 
«© Labourers into the Harvgſt. 
Here is indeed a plenteous Harveſt, 
and Work for more than are at preſent 
imploy'd therein, Vet it is to be re— 
membered, that the Progreſs of the 
Work will depend on the Oyalifications, 
rather than on the Number of the Work- 
men. And if the Apoſtles, who were not 
more than twelve, undertook to preach, 
and did by themſelves and their Converts 
effectually preach the Goſpel, and thereby 
gather a great Flock in all Parts of the 
World : We are not to deſpair, but 
that a Miſhon of faithful Men, tho' not 
very numerous, may, in this Age, when 
they have fewer Difficulties to encounter 
than the firſt Preachers had, by the 
Aſſiſt- 
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Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, become ſuffi- 
cient to ſeek up the Remnant, thoſe 
that have not yet been within the Fold, 
as well as thoſe that have wander'd 
from it, and bring them to the Biſhop and 
Shepherd of their Souls. 

'The meaning is, — 'That though the 
Harveſt is great, and the Call for La- 
bourers, according to humane Judgment, 


anſwerably great ; yet as from the Na- 
ture of the Work we cannot but ſee 


that the Succeſs of it muſt depend on 
the Oualifications, rather than on the 
Aumbers of the Workmen ; 'The Obſer- 
vation furniſhes a ſtanding Argument for 
the Continuance of that pious Care, 
which hath by this Corporation been 
hitherto laudably imploy'd, in the Choice 
of fit Men for this Service. 'This State 
of the Caſe will keep up their watchful 
Care, to admit unto this Miniſtry, not 
every one whoſe Levities, or Neceſſities, 
may induce him to preſent himſelf ; 
but ſuch only as are well known to 
have ſubdued themſelves, and to have 
acquired thereby the greater Fitneſs for 
ſubduing others to the Obedience of 
Chrift : Such only as can give ſatisfactory 
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Aſſurances that they will not run after 
the Pleaſures or Profits of the World, 
but will wait on their Miniſtry, and 
aſſiduouſly labour therein; Preaching 
not themſelves, or any worldly Intereſt, 
neither their own, or other Men's In- 


ventions, but the Goſpel of Chriſt, pure 


and unmixd ; neither accommodated to 
the Superſtitions of the Heathen, nor 
depraved by the falſe Gloſſes of corrupt 
Chriſtians; not ſuperſtructed with this 
Sort of Hay and Stubble, but with Silver 
and Gold, and the more precious Means 
of an Holy and Heavenly Converſation. 


A Miſſion thus prepared, and thus 


diſpoſed, though not many in Number, 


would, it is to be hoped, even in the 


preſent State of Things, with the ordi- 
nary Aids ſtill vouchſafed, make a glo- 
rious Progreſs amongſt the unconverted ; 
but the Difficulty is, how to provide 
effectually that none but ſuch as are 
thus duly prepared, ſhall be let in to 
this Work; ſince a few unfaithful Men, 
a few Traders in Religion, creeping in 
as they may anawares, may raiſe more 
Diſguſt and Oppoſition to the Goſpel, than 
a greater Number of honeſt Men may 

bo 
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be able to remove ; the Difficulty there- 
fore is, how to provide effectually againſt 
this Inconvenience ! 

Here then, upon Conſideration of this 
Difficulty, and under a Senſe of our 
Inſufficiency to keep or ſet ſuch a Guard 
at this Point as ſhall ſecure us againſt 
all Surprize or Surreption, We are 
brought again to call upon God, as we 
do in theſe our ſolemn Aſſemblies, for 
his Aſſiſtance; To call upon him who 
alone knows, who only can difpoſe and 
govern the Hearts of Men, to prepare, 
and, under our Choice, ſend forth fit 
Labourers into this Harveſt, 

A blefled and glorious Harveſt this! 
or a Field of Bleſſings and Glory to ſuch 
as ſhall duly labour therein. 'To ſuch, 
as having firſt erected the Kingdom of 
Chriſt within themſelves, ſhall labour 
faithfully to extend it as far and as wide 
as they can: To ſuch as at their Lord's 
Coming ſhall be found ſo doing; ſhall be 
found employ'd, by diligent Preaching, or 
operative Example, by perſonal Labours, 
or liberal Contributions, by pious Ex- 
hortations, or wiſe and uſeful Directions, 
according to their Stations, in Proportian 
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to their Talents imployed, in helping 
for ward or bringing in that glorious 
State of Chriſt's Church ſo long wrap d | 
up in Sacred Prophecy, when the Moun- 
tain of the Lord's Houſe, being eſtabliſhed ? 
on the Top of Mountains, or the Kingdom ] 
of Chriſt exalted over all the Kingdoms / 
of the Earth, a Nations ſhail flow unto 'r 


it, ſhall acknowledge its paramount u 
Power and Dominion. ir 

For the Certainty of this great Event, a. 
or that it ſhall in its Seaſon aſſuredly al 


have its Production, we have the Pro- 

miſe of God, whoſe Faithfulneſs cannot di 
fail us. And for the Time, though we hi 
know not the Day and the Hour, yet fo: 


as we mult certainly know that the Con- He 
cluſion of this great Work, the End hi: 
of theſe Things, is drawing nearer and his 
nearer upon us; fo may we not from Pr. 
Prophetick Hints, and Scripture Compu- the 
tations, from the Dawnings of this Light, W he 
and from the Diſcloſe of thoſe Signs | 


and Characters which were to be the 
Harbingers of this Glory, from Kings 
appearing nurſing Fathers to the Church, 
and Oucens her nurſing Mothers; and | 
from God's advancing at this Juncture 
the | 


ent, 
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Pro- 
1not 
ve 
yet 
on- 
End 
and 


from I 


mpu- 
1ght, 


Signs | 
> the | 


Kings 
urch, 
and 


1Gture | 
the | 


for Propagation of the Goſpel,&c. 


3I 


the Moſt Gracious of Princes to be the 
Defender of our Faith, and giving to the 
Goſpel Religion, under his powerful Pro- 
tection, the greateſt Encouragement, Sup- 
port, and Furtherance, that ever it was 
known to have ſince the Days of Con- 


ftantine ; May we not comfortably pre- 


ſage that the Kingdom of God is coming 
upon us, and his Providence now open- 
ing a great Door and efeftual to ſuch 
as are diſpoſed to go in unto the Gentiles 
and help them ? | 

Who then is a wiſe Man, and en- 
dued with Knowledge among you, let 
him, out of a good Converſation, ſhew 


forth his Fitneſs, and, with Singleneſs of 


Heart, expreſs his Forwardneſs, to have 
his Lot in this Miniſtry ; and, whether 
his Lot be for perſonal Labour, or pious 
Proviſion for thoſe that ſhall labour 
therein, verily neither the Prophet, nor 
he that provides or ſuſtains a Prophet, in 
the Name and Office of a Prophet, ſhall 
in any wiſe loſe his Reward, 

They that are wiſe, ſo wiſe as to chuſe 
and wait upon this Miniſtry, fo wiſe as 
to imploy their Talents for their Maſter's 
Service, for carrying on the Deſign of 

his 
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his Goſpel, for inſtructing the ignorant, 
and communicating the Knowledge of 
God, and his Terms of Salvation, to ſuch 
as have not known them, ſhall, in this 
World, have the Honour of being enrolled 
in the nobleſt Order, Fellow-Labourcrs 
with the Apoſtles, Fellow-Citizens with 
the Saints; and in the World to come, 
be gloriouſly diſtinguiſh'd, ſhall ſhine as 
the Light, as the Brightneſs of the Fir- 
mament, and as Stars for ever and ever. 


Of this Number that we may be, let 


us pray in the Words of the Colle& for 
the Day, 


GOD, whoſe Bleſſed Son was manifeſted 

that he might deſtroy the Works of the 
Devil, and make us the Sons of God, and Heirs 
of everlaſting Life; Grant us, we beſeech thee, 
that having this Hope, we may purifie our ſelves 
even as he is pure; that when he ſhall appear 
again with Power and great Glory, we may be 
made like unto him in his eternal and glorious 
Kingdom, where with thee, O Father, and thee, 
O Holy Ghoſt, he liveth and reigneth, ever one 
God, World without End. . Amen. 


Arbe Hence of God which paiſeth all Under 
| TOs Keep your Hearts and Minds, Gc. 
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